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Objective: 
Policymakers need options for dealing with accusations and/or 
allegations of suspicious chemical and biological weapons activities. 
Assigning attribution (“who is responsible and culpable?”) has 
inherent uncertainty associated with it due to the nature of 
acquiring, generating, and weighing the limited pieces of 
information that are available, as well as the nature of the policy 
decision making process itself.  
FAS will focus on providing a deeper understanding of the science-
law-bureaucracy-media response dynamic for attribution decisions. 
It will provide U.S. government leaders with better options for 
international engagement and ideas for possible refinement of U.S. 
policies, and further the public debate on this issue. 
Approach: 
FAS will conduct comprehensive analysis and discussions with 
experts, including two structured workshops to discuss interim 
results and findings. The study will culminate in publications and 
briefings as well as a final technical report for public release.  
 
